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ABSTRACT 
 

Amitav Ghosh's Ibis Trilogy at face esteem is an authentic fictitious work that reproduces the dinky opium exchange between 

British India and China which finishes into an all out battle among England and China. Notwithstanding, the three books Sea 

of Poppies, River of Smoke and Flood of Fire additionally investigates political, social, business and etymological complexities 

of the early pioneer time frame. This article inspects how Amitav Ghosh all through more than 1600 pages of his much acclaimed 

set of three tried different things with undoubtedly 23 different dialects and lingos, at the scenery of the tremendous seascape of 

the Indian Ocean, from Cape Town to Hong Kong the Opium War between the British Empire and China in 1839. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
Amitav Ghosh is one of the most unmistakable countenances among contemporary Indian authors in English alongside Salman 

Rushdie, Kiran Desai, Vikram Seth and Arundhati Roy. He hit the circle of Indian Writing in English in 1986 with The Circle of 

Reason, a mystical story of the misfortunes of Alu, a youthful expert weaver from a little Bengali town, who escapes his home, 

making a trip through Bombay to the Persian Gulf to North Africa. His next original The Shadow Lines (1988) opens in Calcutta 

during the 1960s and follows two families-one English, one Bengali-as their lives whirl in terrible and comic ways. The mysterious 

storyteller follows occasions back and forward on schedule, from the episode of World War II to the late 20th century, through long 

stretches of Bengali segment and viciousness, noticing the manners by which political occasions attack private lives. 

Ghosh likewise composed The Calcutta Chromosome (1995), The Glass Palace (2000) and The Hungry Tide (2004) preceding he 

branches out into his aggressive bid to creator Ibis set of three, which includes Sea of Poppies (2008), River of Smoke (2011), and 

Flood of Fire (2015). This is a legendary adventure encompassing the commodity of opium by British realm during the primary 

portion of nineteenth century and what the exchange had meant for lives of individuals from practically the entire globe- - - from 

Baltimore to Canton. 

 

All through his scholarly profession, Ghosh's collection of subjects incorporate travel and diaspora, history and memory, political 

battle and shared viciousness, love and misfortune, while all the time crossing the nonexclusive limits among human studies and 

craftsmanship. Of late, he broadened his space of interest by zeroing in on one of the most consuming issues of the present world: 

a worldwide temperature alteration. His latest work is a genuine named The Great Derangement: Climate Change and the 

Unthinkable (2016), where the author piercingly looks at our age's powerlessness - - at the degree of writing, history and 

governmental issues - - to get a handle on the scale and brutality of environmental change. 

 

Notwithstanding, Ghosh's trial and error with utilization of dialects in his works stays one of the significant highlights of his 

innovative excursion, that main a handful researchers have discussed. Ibis set of three remaining parts the most exceptional 

illustration of how he utilized various dialects and tongues to accomplish his inventive objective. All through his novelistic journey 

crossing 1680 pages, Ghosh reproduces dialects that were spoken in the second quarter of the nineteenth-century in the northern 

and eastern pieces of India like Bhojpuri and Bangla, various assortments of Pidgin dialects utilized by the mariners of various races 

in the Indian Ocean, Bay of Bengal, and their costal district that arises as another personality in Ibis set of three (Bhawna and Jha, 

2016). Ghosh fuses a diverse of changed types of English, including nineteenth-century British, American, and Indian Englishes, 

nautical terms, Hindi-, Urdu-, and Chinese-affected pidgin English, and the language of the lascars (Han, 2013). 

Sea of Poppies is the principal volume of the set of three which portrays how characters from various foundations - mariners and 

stowaways, coolies and convicts- - meet up to board the boat named Ibis to venture out to Mauritius. For Ghosh the boat is a small 

scale of India specifically and humankind overall with their satisfaction, sufferings, love, debates, tomfoolery, viciousness and 

battles. During a period of frontier strife, fate has united this large number of individuals on the boat: Neel a bankrupt raja, Deeti a 
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bereaved tribeswoman, Zachary a mulatto American freedman, Paulette a unique youthful French lady and numerous others. As 

their old family ties are washed away, they, similar to their authentic partners, come to see themselves as jahaz-bhais and jahaz 

behns, for example transport kin , and a far-fetched administration is conceived, which will traverse landmasses, races, and ages. 

The story starts from the town of eastern Bihar in which Deeti, one of the central heroes, lived on the "edges of the town of Ghazipur, 

around fifty miles east of Benares" (Sea of Poppies, p. 3). The kickoff of the novel likewise reflects upon the vision of a boat which 

Deeti sees: 

 

The vision of a tall-masted ship, at sail on the ocean, came to Deeti on an otherwise ordinary day, but she knew instantly that the 

apparition was a sign of destiny for she had never seen such a vessel before, not even in a dream: how could she have, living as she 

did in northern Bihar, four hundred miles from the coast? 

 

The lascars in the novel were sailors who "came from places far apart, and had nothing in common, except the Indian Ocean; among 

them were Chinese and East Africans, Arabs and Malays, Bengalis and Goans, Tamils and Arakanese. They came in groups of ten 

or fifteen, each with a leader who spoke on their behalf" (Sea of Poppies, p. 13). 

 

Many of these lascars, having been separated from family at a very young age and employed in the trade since as long as they can 

remember, don’t even know their country of origin; it can truly be said of them that the sea is their only nation. Their speech too is 

an odd hybrid of words, phrases and slang that have been picked up and assimilated over time from different places; some of the 

lascar talk in Sea of Poppies can have a dizzying effect on a reader. 

 

Serang Ali wife-o hab makee die. Go topside, to hebbin. By’mby, Serang Ali catchi nother piece wife. (Sea of Poppies, p. 16)  

 

What for Malum Zikri make big dam bobbery’n so muchee bukbuk and big-big hookuming? Malum Zikri still learn-pijjin. No sabbi 

ship-pijjin. No can see Serang Ali too muchi smart-bugger inside? Takee ship Por’Lwee-side three days, look-see. (Sea of Poppies, 

p. 17) 

 

Thus, Zachary, the mulatto from Baltimore, who took sail as a carpenter on board the Ibis, has to learn a completely new language 

from Serang Ali, the head of the lascars: "resum" instead of "rations", "malum" instead of "mate", etc. Thus, within first few pages 

the Ibis sails from Baltimore to Cape Town to Mauritius to Calcutta, and the story steers to the mainland in Bihar, India, where 

Deeti complains because "now, with the sahibs forcing everyone to grow poppy, no one had thatch to spare" (Sea of Poppies, p. 26): 

"Come the cold weather, the English sahibs would allow little else to be planted; their agents would go home to 

home... making them sign asami contracts." (Sea of Poppies, p. 29) 

 

Deeti will be one of a gathering of people, coolies, who sign agreements as contracted workers or girmitiya, who are supposed in 

light of the fact that "in return of cash, their names were placed on girmit- - - arrangement composed on bits of paper," to be shipped 

to Mauritius on board the Ibis. They make up for the deficiency of dark African slaves followed by abolitionism. On board the Ibis, 

there are additionally Kalua, a monster of a man, a chamaar or a misfit, who had assisted Deeti's with flighting from what might 

have been her sati, her immolation on her husband's memorial service fire, along with different people, and two convicts: a Chinese 

youthful opium fiend, Ah Fatt, and an Indian aristocrat, Neel, the Raja of Raskhali, who is wrongly indicted for misappropriation. 

 

The second portion of the set of three named River of Smoke (2011) takes us further somewhere inside the opium exchange the 

1830s. It follows the story through to Canton in China, where the opium was exchanged. The Chinese government is attempting to 

stop unlawful imports of opium, which has made an immense piece of its populace dependent on it, while making extraordinary 

fortunes for the voraciously covetous merchants, for the most part Europeans. One of the central places of this novel is the existence 

of the all-male Canton exchanging area, called Fanqui town or "Achha Hong" where a vital object of center is an Indian people 

group. The name is itself a critical half breed money, "achha", the Hindusthani/Hindi term signifying "good", which was additionally 

utilized by Chinese to mean an Indian, and "hong" a Chinese word for exchanging house (Concilio, 2016). 

 

The greater part of the other significant characters have at this point arrived at the entryways of the Chinese Empire, and accordingly 

the language of the clever movements to Chinese-English or pidgin. A large portion of the British and Indian shippers' boats are 

stuck at the mouth of the Pearl River, between Hong Kong and Macau, unfit to move any further towards Canton. This stop has a 

reason: to evoke China and put it on the closer view as a new geo-political auditorium of pioneer animosity. In this manner, we 

enjoy at the mouth of the river in consideration of all that China unveils, including its language. Outsiders are not permitted into the 

inside and unfamiliar ladies are not conceded even in Fanqui Town, where the stations of Western business undertakings are set 

(the thirteen industrial facilities/hongs). 

 

Paulette, the Bengal-conceived French lady, who went on the Ibis wearing a sari, who tended the professional flowerbeds of Port 

Louis, Mauritius for some time, camouflaged as a man, until her character was uncovered and she was welcome to deal with a boat-

garden by the British botanist Fitcher Penrose. The historical backdrop of professional flowerbeds runs corresponding to the 

historical backdrop of the opium exchange, for import of uncommon plants and blossoms to advance European assortments was 

well coming. River of Smoke additionally incorporates chronicled characters: significant botanists, similar to Pierre Poivre, Sir 

Joseph Banks, the researcher who went with Captain Cook in his investigations and who became guardian of the Kew Gardens in 

England, and obviously Napoleon Bonaparte. The last option, while far away, banished for good at St. Elena, gets two shippers, 

Bahram and Zadig, on their way from China to Europe and gets some information about the British fortunes in the East. Napoleon 

is very fulfilled when he hears that the British are having inconveniences in carrying their opium into China and withdraws from 

the two guests by saying: "What an incongruity it would be assuming it were opium that mixed China from her rest" (River of 
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Smoke, p. 166). 

 

Many characters in the set of three are multilingual, and they show an astonishing exhibit of contact peculiarities in their discourse. 

Paulette Lambert, for instance, is raised by a French-talking father in India. However her English is adequate, she isn't generally 

excellent at English figures of speech or Indian English slangs. As a general rule, her French obstruction is exceptionally 

unpretentious, however it turns out to be more articulated when she is impacted by some compelling inclination. As Robin writes 

to her from Canton: 

 

As for the query with which you ended: why, of course, you can certainly depend on me to do whatever I can to help you with your 

spoken English! But in the meanwhile, I do strongly urge you to exercise some care in your choice of words. There is nothing wrong 

of course in speaking words of encouragement to the crew, but […] I confess that I too would be quite astonished if a young lady 

of tender years were to felicitate me on my dexterity in “polishing the foc-stick”. Far be it from me to reproach you for your 

spontaneity, Puggly dear, but you must not always assume that it is safe to transpose French expressions directly into English. The 

English equivalent of bâton-àfoc, for instance, is definitely not “foc-stick” – it is “jib-boom”. (River of Smoke) 

 

In Flood of Fire (2015), the last novel of this incredible story, the British government announces battle against China after its hard 

and fast crackdown on opium sneaking. One of the boats ordered for the assault, the Hind, heads out eastwards from Bengal to 

China, cruising into the middle of the First Opium War. The tempestuous journey unites a different gathering of explorers, each 

with their own plan to seek after. Among them are Kesri Singh, a havildar in the East India Company who drives an organization 

of Indian sepoys; Zachary Reid, a ruined youthful mariner searching for his lost love, and Shireen Modi, an unflinching widow 

making a trip to Canton to recover her late opium-broker husband's riches and notoriety. In this way the novel follows a differed 

cast of characters from India to China, through the episode of the First Opium War and China's mind-boggling rout, to Britain's 

catch of Hong Kong. 

 

At the same time in Bombay, Mrs Bahram, when informed that her husband passed on in China and left a child there, albeit stunned 

and shocked in view of his totally unsuspected twofold, not set in stone to go to Macau clearly to guarantee pay for her husband's 

seized opium. Kesri, a sepoy who had enlisted with the British armed force, encounters the two embarrassments and snapshots of 

brilliance in the military. Through his story the creator presents the life in the military in the frontier worldwide setting, oppression 

locals, their outfits, their orders, their preparation and garisson huts life, their flute players and drummers. In the mean time, in 

China, after the baffling demise of Bahram, Neel, the ex-convict currently free, loses his employment as munshi and becomes 

official interpreter and translator for Chinese specialists. Accordingly, his diary replaces Robin's letters from Canton. The year 1840 

opens with news about conceivable military activities in China by the British, not set in stone to disregard the prohibition on opium 

exchange and to advance into the inside of the Chinese Empire, for the sake of another holiness: Free Trade. Gossipy tidbits about 

war before long spread in India, where the sepoys are on the ready and the settlement is intended to support major monetary and 

military endeavors. Subsequently while the primary volume of the set of three was about takeoffs (from India), diaspora, family 

dismantling (Deeti abandons her little girl, Paulette abandons her supportive family), and exile, the third volume is about 

appearances (in China), endeavors at family get-togethers (fathers and children, spouses and husbands, darlings). Yet again 

specifically, the figure of Zachary, cruising on a boat and bound to be a free, autonomous opium vendor in China, likewise turns 

into an impetus, through whose experiences, the perusers meet individually every one of the heroes of the main volume, for the Ibis 

has molded their life all in all and their singular fates are perpetually interwoven. 

 

The new year 1841 starts with a conflict, little yet exceptionally strong, when flotilla of warships the British figure out how to 

overwhelm the Chinese. Their guns and firearms effectively pummel strongholds, dividers and fortifications, while the sepoy armed 

force encompasses the adversary from behind and butcher and slaughter are hence conceded. Be that as it may, the both Indian 

officers and Chinese neglect to understand the reason why Indians are essential for this conflict. As Kesri procrastinates: 

 

So much death; so much destruction---and that too visited upon a people who had neither attacked nor harmed the men who were 

so intent on engulfing them in this flood of fire. What was the meaning of it. What was it for? (Flood of Fire, p. 505) 

 

After the defeat, the new Commissioner for the Southern Provinces signs an agreement by which the island of Hong Kong passes 

under British sovereignty, and huge sums of money are promised as a compensation for the opium that had been confiscated to 

British and Indian merchants. Nevertheless, in the hope to solve the matter through diplomacy, the Chinese authorities only manage 

to accelerate the British attacks. They are forced into a “flood of fire” that lasts more than one year, and ends under a hurricane that 

completes the apocalypse of total debacle. 

 

2. CONCLUSION 
To finish up, in Ibis Trilogy Amitav Ghosh has utilized a language that has reflected all languages, patois, pidgins, expressions, 

lingos, rhythms and pitches, cries and murmurs. He made correspondence across phonetic and social hindrances conceivable, across 

what the actual message calls "clearly unbridgeable holes of language" (River of Smoke, p. 323). The set of three is set apart by a 

feeling of the intricacies of multilingualism and the collaboration of dialects: Indian tongues - Neel's Bangla, Bahram's Gujarati, the 

then Indian most widely used language Hindusthani, as well as "Tamil, Telugu and Oriya" and "Marathi, Kachhi and Konkani"; 

Cantonese Chinese, Portuguese, French, Mauritian Creole and the mixture that is pidgin. 
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