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ABSTRACT 
 

In comparison to other countries, India is pigeonholed by more ethnic and religious groups. Many thinkers regard India as a 

fascinating place where people of all communities and religions coexist together. The Indian population is polygenetic, with a 

fascinating mix of ethnicities and civilizations. There are eight "main" faiths, 15 languages spoken in diverse dialects, and a 

large number of tribes and sects, in addition to multiple castes. How does coalition government affect the responsiveness of 

coalition parties to voters? We want to learn more about the relationship between political parties' participation in multiparty 

governments in this essay as well as their voter receptivity We propose that the divisiveness of policy problems inside the cabinet, 

as well as ministerial responsibility for policies, influence the amount to which coalition parties respond to voters' policy 

priorities. To test our hypotheses, we combine data from the Comparative Manifestos Project on issue attention of 55 coalition 

parties with data on government composition and voter policy priorities from the Comparative Study of Electoral Systems and 

various election studies from 1972 to 2011 in 45 elections across 16 European countries. Any party can win a majority in the 

lower house; if they do not, political parties create coalitions in order to secure a majority in the lower house and form a 

government. The nature, problems, and prospects of coalition governments in the Indian political process will be examined in 

this research paper. The study of the multi-party system, the emergence of regionalism, and its impact on the pattern of Centre-

State interactions is important. Furthermore, because the national government was led by a coalition or minority administration 

for three decades, from 1989 to 2014, there was no national consensus on a parliamentary majority. Congress ruled from 1952 

to 1977 and 1980 to 1989. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
Coalition government is a type of multi-party administration in which a number of minor parties band together to administer the 

government. A coalition is created when several groups come to terms with one another and agree on a common program or objective 

to cooperate on. In a multinational like India, a coalition government is always subjected to pulls and pressures. 
 

The name Coalition derives from the latin word "Coalition," which is a compound word. ‘Co-alescere’ 'Co-' means together, and 

'alescere' means to mature. As a result, the term "coalition" refers to a group of people who are growing up together 
 

The fact that India chose democracy and has operated a robust democratic system for nearly 70 years is a significant success.  

However, it is undeniable that we are in the midst of a period of extreme turbulence. The previous agreement appears to have 

crumbled; a new balance has yet to be found. The idea that the era of coalition governments, which has already begun in certain 

states and is currently underway in others, is here to stay in India is unquestionable. The study of coalitions is still in its infancy in 

India, with only a few years under its belt. However, it has the potential to be extremely significant for our country. These coalitions 

are an important part of democracy's development. They could be a natural stage in India's transition from a multi-party to a bi-party 

system, given the country's large number of political parties. Between 1946 to 1952, Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru created India's first-ever 

administration, which was a coalition government in which, in addition to the Congress, the Muslim League (until partition), the 

Hindu Mahasabha, the Republican Party, and other minor parties participated. In the early years of independent India, after the First 

General Elections in 1952, the Congress maintained a near-monopoly of power, both at the Centre and in the States. 
 

The definition of coalition, according to the dictionary, is "the combination or alliance, short of union, notably political parties." It 

refers to the fusion of separate bodies into a single body while still allowing them to exist separately. The pairing is intended for 

collaborative action and is just temporary. 
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Classification of Coalitions The parliamentary Coalitions can be classified into two types:- 

 (i) Pre-election coalitions  

Electoral alliances and electoral adjustments are part of the pre-election alliances. Pre-poll agreements between the parties are 

extremely common. They could come to an agreement on a common platform or just agree not to oppose and even support each 

other's candidates in specific constituencies.  

(ii) Post-election coalitions 

The desire of parties to share political power and run the government leads to the formation of a post-election coalition. A post-

election alliance will be easier to form if it is preceded by a proto- or pre-election agreement. In a multiparty system, parties and 

breakaway groups compete for votes to build a majority coalition that will form the cabinet. There are several negotiations and a 

great deal of give and take. Horse trading and other sorts of exchanges may be prevalent. 

 

Personality, tradition, style, and chance all play a role in the development of any given coalition, with each group attempting to 

claim a central position. The key position is the one held by the last added group in a minimal winning coalition. The coalition will 

be dissolved if this group withdraws. 

 

First experience of coalition in free India: 

In 1977, non-congress forces formed the Janta administration under the leadership of Morarji Desai. The four-party Janata 

governments ruled for roughly a year and a half. Mr. Desai tendered his resignation after the lower house debated the no confidence 

resolution against him. In July 1979, the Janta government imploded like a house of cards.  

 

[2] In October 1979, a second coalition was established, this time with Mr. Charan Singh as Prime Minister. The CPI (M) and the 

CPI backed this coalition. The partnership included pro-West Fernandes and pro-Soviet Bahuguna factions. 

 

3 Mr. Charan Singh, however, tendered his resignation before approaching the house after the President requested him to seek a 

vote of confidence in the house within three weeks. As a result, he became the first Indian Prime Minister to not address the House 

of Commons. In the guise of the national front, a third coalition was formed. Bofors, terrorism in Punjab 1984, and the National 

Front and the Samajwadi Janata Party, The civil war in Sri Lanka was one of the major reasons that influenced the outcome of the 

elections, which were won by the Congress (I) minority administration led by V.P. Singh and Ch. Devilal's National Front (Janatha 

Dal + BJP + Telugu Desam+ DMK + AGP + BJP + Left). On ideological matters, the Mandal Commission, and the Ram Mandir 

issue, the BJP later withdrew. Chandra Sekar, meanwhile, broke away from the Janata Dal.         

 

Since India's independence on August 15, 1947, the country has been ruled by the Indian National Congress, a prominent political 

party that was essential in the country's independence fight. The Congress party produced the first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, 

the second Prime Minister, Lal Bahadur Shastri, and the third Prime Minister, Indira Gandhi. However, Raj Narain, who ran 

unsuccessfully against Indira in the Rae Bareilly constituency in 1971, filed a complaint alleging voting irregularities. Indira Gandhi 

was found guilty and barred from holding public office for six years by the High Court in June 1975. Under the guise of national 

security, an ungracious Emergency was declared in response. The following election resulted in the formation of India's first-ever 

coalition administration at the national level, led by Morarji Desai, which was also India's first non-Congress national government, 

which lasted from March 24, 1977 to July 15, 1979, and was led by the Janata Party. [8] a coalition of political parties that resisted 

the Emergency that was established in 1975 and 1977. As the Janata Party's support waned, Morarji Desai was forced to quit, and 

Charan Singh, a rival of Desai, was elected as the fifth Prime Minister. This coalition administration, however, did not complete its 

five-year tenure due to a lack of support. 

 

Governments that form coalitions Throughout history, various forms of coalitions have existed in political systems all across 

the world. As enlisted, they are the most important. 

Communal Coalition 

In Maharashtra, a coalition government consisting of the BJP-Shiv Sena and rebel Congressmen who won elections and supported 

the BJP-Shiv Sena combination after elections was formed in response to the communal frenzy sparked by the demolition of the 

Babri Masjid in Ayodhya by the BJP and its alliance. Despite the fact that the secular forces in Maharashtra received a bigger 

proportion of votes than the BJP-Shiv Sena coalition, the renegade Congressmen allowed the BJP-Shiv Sena coalition to form. 

Secular Coalition 

CPI, CPI (M), Congress, RJD, SP, BSP, and other secular-based political parties are among the prominent players who came forth 

with secular principles to establish the secular bloc. 

Positive Coalition 

This is also known as a good coalition because it is constructive and formed with the goal of overthrowing the current government 

and forming an alternative government. 

Negative Coalition 

This is when political parties join forces solely for the purpose of overthrowing the current government. It does not relieve you of 

the responsibility of forming a new administration. It does not offer a better option. As a result, such a combination might be 

disruptive or bad. 

An Express Coalition 

It denotes a legal and authorized alliance. It's a legitimate partnership with a group that knows what they're getting into. In an express 

coalition, power is shared in a real, substantial, and true way. 

Tacit Coalition 

It implies that there is an internal secret. A tacit coalition, in this sense, is just an understanding with a group without really mixing 

with it. Power is not distributed evenly in this system. 
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2. CONCLUSION 
In 1980, Congress regained power under Indira Gandhi, and later under Rajiv Gandhi as the 6th Prime Minister. However, the 1989 

general election resulted in a National Front-led coalition administration that lasted until 1991, with two Prime Ministers, the second 

of whom was backed by Congress. The 1991 election resulted in a five-year minority government led by the Congress. In two years, 

the 11th parliament produced three prime ministers, forcing the country to go to the polls again in 1998. The Bharatiya Janata Party 

(BJP)-led National Democratic Alliance, with Atal Bihari Vajpayee as Prime Minister from 1999 to 2004, was India's first successful 

5-year coalition government. Then, from 2004 to 2014, another coalition, the Congress-led United Progressive Alliance, comprised 

of 13 different parties, ruled India for two terms, with Manmohan Singh as Prime Minister. However, in May 2014, the BJP won a 

majority on its own in the 16th general election. (first party to do so since 1984 election) and the National Democratic Alliance was 

re-elected, with Narendra Modi as Prime Minister and other key positions. 
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